Why? 

Why do we remember? How can we remember? What is the point of remembering? Those are questions that I have been asked. We remember because our soldiers secure our freedom. They are the ones who keep Canada free, but unfortunately, freedom comes at a price. There is no way to thank a soldier enough. Why? Because they put their lives on the line every day, braving the harshness of hostility to protect our freedom and other countries' freedoms. Without them, Canada would be a very different place to live in.

 It is simply impossible to describe the bravery and courage of soldiers that defend our country and help out other countries. The least we can do is wear a poppy to support them. The poppy represents all of Canada's peacekeepers, troops and veterans. Wearing it is a sign of respect to them, but there is much more you can do. You could thank a veteran, attend Remembrance Day ceremonies and give them a moment of silence as respect.

 We remember so we do not forget the brutality of battle. Lives of our peacekeepers who die go in vain if we do not remember why they died. Not for the glory of war, not for greed, but for protecting the world. Do not forget the achievements of those who have fought in wars. They did not join to kill, they joined to liberate countries. If we forget this, our future generations will leave behind this tradition of peacekeeping and fight on for less noble causes.

 Even with kindness in mind, those who come back do not arrive unharmed. Their minds are scarred, their feelings unclear. We remember not only our fallen, but we extend our minds to those who serve Canada. Do not leave behind those who live, because if we do, we forget a brave generation of men and women who gave it their all and risked everything to protect freedom.

 Canada is built on the concept of generosity, and we do not want to stray away from it. Even today, Canada's peacekeepers are out there, serving whether to guard us, assist other countries or other noble causes. To all, no matter if they served in the past, are serving in the present or those families who have lost their young, thank you.

"Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it." - George Santayana
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