
To some sacrifice is giving up a seat on a bus for a pregnant woman or even leaving that last piece of chocolate for the next person. Sacrifices such as these make people feel good about themselves, they think that they have done a good thing, which may be true, however was it out of the goodness of their hearts or was it due to social obligation? For the brave men whom we remember on November 11th every year sacrifice was much more than a small, somewhat trivial decision, they decided that they would leave their families and loved ones and sacrifice the greatest thing of all, their lives to go and fight to save the country and people that they loved.

On the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month Canadians stop and take a moment of silence to remember the brave men who gave their live so long ago for our today, however there in lies a problem. Remembrance day is about taking the time to stop and think about just how lucky we are and to be thankful for what we have, in today’s busy world some may not have the time to take a moment, some may not even care and some do it simply so they can say that they have. The generation of today, in a whole has been brought up in a comfortable lifestyle, new technology allows us to lead easier lives then ever before, we do not have to fight for anything, we were not a part of the war that happened decades before we were born, so what does it matter? As a teenager it saddens and angers me to see people of my age and generation with such a mentality.

Without the sacrifices made by the men and, in a lot of cases, boys who died for us what would our lives be like now? The machine that they gave their lives to fend off was coming with one purpose, to violently take over the country, which they loved so dearly and they would not let that happen. If this were to happen today, would we have enough young men such as these, who would be willing to give their lives to save their home lands, their families and their friends. There are a lot of people who do not understand that without the sacrifices of these men we would not have the lives that we have today, we would not be so comfortable and we would not have the security that their deaths provided us with. The sacrifices they made then gave us the comfort we have now.

Remembrance Day is a day in which the world is brought together, to be thankful for the sacrifices of some of the bravest men ever to live. Some people have the opinion that it was their choice, why should we care, what difference does it make if we remember them or not? This is unbelievable to someone such as myself, these men made the decision to leave their lives, their wives, mothers, children, friends and to got to fight and possibly die for their country. How can people not realize that without these sacrifices we would not be free as we are, the world would be in ruin, freedom would be but a fable, the saddest part however is that the sacrifice was made by countless, thanks to them we are happy and secure, yet there are still naïve people that are oblivious to this. 

On Remembrance day take the time to think about what it would be like to make such a decision as this. Simply think about the sacrifice, we can thank our parents for a new toy, how hard is it to take the time to be thankful for our lives? 
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